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NTID Middle School Math Competition  

Congratulations to the Middle School Math Team for placing 4th in the regional NTID Middle School Math Competition! 
Their 4th place finish advances them to the national competition! The National Technical Institute for the Deaf (one of 
the Rochester Institute for Technology's colleges) hosts the competition where teams gather and face off in a fast-paced 
competition and answer a variety of challenging math questions. The team consists of Tony Heredia, Kendrilyn 
Landenberg, Aaliyah Newsome, and Gary Whitted. The coaches are Tiffany Brown and Jill Carper. The regional 
competition was held at the South Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind last weekend. 

From Coach Tiffany: We had a team competition on Friday night. The students worked hard and definitely were resilient! 
The students worked Saturday morning competing in the Individual Sprint and Target round competition. In the 
afternoon there were the final two competitions: the overall team competition where 6 teams compete against one 
another to see who the top four teams will be to compete in the national competition at RIT/NTID at the end of March. 
The second competition was the individual competition in which the top players competed against one another. GSD 
placed 4th and has qualified to compete in the national competition at RIT/NTID. Congratulations Tigers!!! The student 
in the individual competition did not place but worked so hard and I am so proud of him! The team is exhausted but 
deservingly so! They worked so hard and met some new friends! I couldn’t be prouder to be their teacher and coach!  

All of us at GSD are SO PROUD of the team and their coaches and wish them GOOD LUCK at Nationals! Go Tigers!! 

The team: Coach Jill, Gary, Kendrilyn, Aaliyah, Tony, and Coach Tiffany; the team holding trophies and wearing medals; the team at their table 
wearing spirit gear. The gold team shirts they are wearing were made by GSD Apparel!  

Gary playing basketball; Aaliyah and Tony playing cornhole; the team with GSD banner; the team working hard; team problem solving 
challenge being explained to all. 



Students holding and petting the chickens: Hannah, Langston, Zaida, Allie Kate, and Bryce 

There were a few 4th and 5th grade students who fell in love last week...with chickens! Elementary Science teacher Mr. Loren 
Frick and his family raise chickens, and he brought a hen and a rooster to school last week for the students to meet. The 
students got to pet, hold, and feed the chickens (if they wanted to). They were all very interested and some of them really 
loved holding and stroking the soft feathers.  

From Loren: We are achieving two things at the same with the chicken project: studying bird classification as well as heredity: 
acquired traits. On Fridays I will bring 2 or 3 hens to visit the school and bring them back home afterwards. 

Last Friday, a Poreclain D’Uccle rooster and hen were the first to visit GSD! The reason for bringing a rooster is so the students 
could identify the difference between roosters and hens. We are starting with the bantam (small sized) chickens so students 
can get used to the idea of holding and petting chickens. After the bantams, I will start bringing the standard sized chickens. 
Somewhere along the way, the goal is to keep white silkies at school.  

In the beginning of February, we will start incubating eggs. One set will be from Cochin Bantams. I have a Frizzled Black Cochin 
Bantam Hen and a smooth white Cochin Bantam Rooster and we will incubate their eggs. The goal is for the students to watch 
the chicks grow and identify its acquired traits. With the gender, frizz/smooth, and white/black/mix, there are 12 different 
combination possibilities. Another set is the white silkies as well as Ayam Cemani. We have a deaf friend in Tennessee who 
will to save their Ayam Cemani eggs. Ayam Cemani are the blackest chickens, black comb, feet, feathers, almost black tongue 
as well as its meat!  

Wow! That’s some fascinating science those students will learn! Can’t wait to see what happens with the heredity part! 

Chickens! 

Left: Sinclare holds the chicken Layla is ready to feed; Guadalupe and Loren; everyone with the cute chicken coop; Hannah and Zaida 

Below: Holding or petting chickens are Markayla; Layla; Loren; Elementary teacher Rebekah Knisley; photographer Marie Dickinson 



Upcoming Events 
· 1/31-2/1 Dorm shopping at DG 

· 2/1 TAA Guest Speaker (HS)  

· 2/2 EMERGE HS Leadership 

· 2/3 Mid-Quarter 3—Progress Reports 

· 2/9 Jr NAD Valentine’s Day Party (tentative) 

· 2/10 Disney Character Visit (Elementary) 

· 2/14 Valentine’s Day 

Hearing Aids 
Many GSD students and adults who 
are Deaf or Hard of Hearing wear 
hearing aids. Maybe your child does. 
But how much do you really know 
about hearing aids? 

More 
Chickens! 

Some High School 
students in Loren’s 
GSD Apparel class 
wanted to meet the 
chickens too! 

L to R: Trell, Santos, 
Jeremiah, Raul 






